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25X1A
L Partisan Leadership
25X1 1. | |in 194 the loeel partisans in the sres of Kedainial
(55-17N, 23~-58E) were recelving thelr instructions from elfgwhere. - The
" beligf among pertisens was thet the partisan leadership was located somes ‘
where in Vilnius (5h-loN, 25-16E). I | partisans 25X1
=, active in all of Zemaitije (low Lithusnia) were directed by the partisan
group active in the ares of the Plokstyne forest, in the vicinity of
Plateliai (56-03N, 21-h8E}.
2, The arrival of partisan leader‘s in 1947 was generally known to local

25X1

‘ artisans..
25X1 &l in 1947 a partlsen "general" visited the partisans located in the ,
©  Plokstyne forest. He came in a light motor vehicle and was dresfed In a 25X1A”
goviet military uniform decorated with various military ewards. On the
oceasion of the M'géneral's" arrival, a major conference took plege. Im
addition to local participants, liaison men from other ayeas attended. It
was decided at the conferénce that partisan units should be broken up into
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smell groups, and appropriste imstructions were lmsued to accomplish this.
Previously, unite conaisted 6f from nine ori ten up to 19 persons. On the
bagis of the conference decisipn, unite were split up in groups of three,
four, or five men, In order that they could hide and subsist more easily.

Roundups and, Enclrclements

3. In spring and fall of 1946 and 1947, mejon roundups took place in Zemaitija.
Army units transferred from other places partlcipated in them. They were
guided by officers, and the soldiers proceeded in such a way that ene
soldler was always in sight of another. There were no combats with tanks
and artillery in the ZemaltljJs ares; but the partisans were sometimes

reconnoitered from planes. | ]in the Aukstaitije (Upper 25X1
Tdthuania) area, artillery and planes participated in the roundups, bul
25X1 | | Later, roundups were mede by

local army units only.

%, In 1947 many Soviet garrisons left L[ithuenia for the Ukrsine. A rumer
gpread through Iithusnia that these gerrisons were sent to the Ukraine
to suppress & revolt. Partlsans attacked the outgolng units/and captured
emmunition. There wag also another rumor that, because of the arrival of
an American committee to investigate the situation in Lithuanla, MVD
units were to be sent from Iithuania +o nen-Baltic Seviet republics.
Partisan sctivity was incressing. However, after several weeksy reinforced
garrisons returned to Lithuwania with the intention of exterminating the
partissns entirely.

5. At Baster 1947, there was a roundup, resulting, it was said, from same-
one's having betrsyed the partisans. A bunker under a farmhouse was
eneircled. Garriscns from Plunge (55-55N, 21-50E), Platelisi, and Seda
(56-10N, 22-05E) participated. There were seven partisans, four of them
Lithuanians and three of them Germans, who were in the farmhouse heving
their breakfast when the Russlans attacked. Two partisans ren upstelrs
and five hid in the bunker. It wag a concrete bunker and the partisans
could fire from it. The fight laested until evening. The house wes burned
dovn and ite only legal inhebitent, an-old women, escapeéd. The partisans
were killed by grengdes. The Russians found meat, butter, and nine cowhides
.in the bunker. Theytraced the farmers who had offered the cows to the
partigans., Seven farmers were srrested and In s very short time, deported.

6. During an encirclement /date not stated/ in the Voveralclal forest
(55-56N, 21s20E), srmy units discovered a bunker. A leader of the Lithuanisn
Nationel Guard (Siauliu Ss s) and his two sons were hiding in it. All
of them wore Lithuanian Army tniformsj they were all killed.

T. The istrebitell often independently meke encirclements in their own aness.
In IO6B they conducted a large-scale roundup /location unstated/. The
partisans suecceeded In dimpersing and, after gathering in s more distant
place, they attaeked the istrebitell. The leader of the partisans was
taken allve, beaten, snd ¥l1ied, The others seattersd. In the morming,
geven partisans were missing. '

8. The Bolsheviks continuelly try to exterminste the partisans. In spring and
winter 1948, largescale roundups weére arranged by the Busaians end,as.a
regult of them, the number of partisans has become much smaller.2 Many
partisang were killed and meny hidecuts discovered.

Partisan Corpses

9. From spring to £all 1948, 36 partisan corpses were brought to the square
of Kartena (55=55N; 21-29E) for display. Also, one pertisen way taken
alive and; subdequently, Iinquiries were made smong the townspeople about
his connections, etc. The inhebitants of Kartena sald that the Russians
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buried the partisans in the garden of the gecurity force grounds. Several
bunkers were found by the Russians in the Voveraléiai forest and, after
encirclement, nine partisan corpses were brought in. In Plunge, it is sald
that the partisans were buried in a former German trench. ’

Corpses of partisans were also brought to Alsedzial (56-02N, 20-02E) and
inquiries were made about the nemes of "these sons." Sometime later at
meetings; the townspeople protested against such Russlan actlions and said
that thelr children were frightened and dreamed about the corpses at night,
etc. The priests.sald that the townspeople, not the pertisans, were dis-
graced when the Russians acted in such o way. After this, the Russiams
changed their means of "investigation." After 1948, thé corpses of slaip
partisans were no longer left on squares but were brought into the yard

of the security forces and were buried or were transported. to other places.
Before being carried off, the corpses were washed by prisoners from the
cellars of the security force. Photographe were taken of the corpses in a
sitting position with only loincloths covering them.

Rugsian Losses

As 8 result of skirmishes with partisans the Russians also suffered many
losses, but they tried to conceal them. Russians were mostly buried in

rayon towns. Solemn funerals were arranged only for high officials. Death

notices of soldlers were never published; they were buriéd like partisans
in places no one knew about.

Anti-Partisan Propagands

The Bolsheviks propagendize against the partisans. At meetings and at
church fairs, the security chiefs try to prove the uselessness of partisan
activity or of supporting such activity. The townspeople are urged to in-
form the Russians about the partisans. It is promised that the partisans
will not be punished and that fewer persons will be deported to Siberia.
Some individuals trust the Russians and give them information. In 1948
during a church fair in Berzal (not located), a meeting was held at which
the chief of the MVD addressed the inhsbitants. He assured them that the
Soviét Union had sufficlent bread and weapons and that the Lithuanians
should not wait for help from elsewhere, since the Americans suffer from
hunger themselves. He stated that by partisan activities the Lithuanians
only devastate thelr -own country. This security chief was later trans-
~perréd ‘from Plateliai to the volost of Kiliasl (probably Kuliai 55-48N,
21-39E) and] lhe was killed there.

Clothing and Equipment

Partisans wear uniforms of the former Lithuanian Army, the Soviet Army,
the MVD, the istrebiteli, or ordinary civilian elothes. Soviet Army uni -
forms and civilianfclothes were most common in the summer of 1951. The
type of clothing worn is dependent upon the need of the situation. At a
meeting of Lithusnian partisans, participants would probably all change
into Lithuanian uniforms. At such meetings, news is exchanged. In the
 begihning it was not permitted to arrange parties, since the leaders said
there was no reagon to be gay: the parents of most of the partisans had
been deported, the country was suffering, taxes were high, etc: In places
where there is danger, the partisans wear MVD uniforms or ordinary clothes.
As there are a great number of 1streb§teli evepywhere, istrebiteli uniforms
are very populal among the partisans and are worn whenever partisans travel
from one locality to another. The alternating of partisan uniforms, i.e.,

switehing from one type of uniform to another as circumstances require, mis~

leads the Russians and affects thelr morale.

Many partisans wear light clothing, including summer trousers like those

< worn Py..abhlstes, and army shoes which contact men purchase on the market.
It is aifficult to get caps and insigniay, since these cannot be bought
on the market. Besides regular boots, the partisanslike a special boot,
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the top of which is made of canvas and the bottom pert of which is made of
leather; the soles are indented rubber. These are rarely found in shops.
Pa;rticularl,i in fall, winter, and spring, the partisans need these boots:
because they do .not leave suspiclous traces when the pertisans walk around
(sic). During campaignsithe pabtisans often switch footgear. For example,
1f they vear regulatin boots vhen qrgssing a forest, they change into
shoes when leaving the forest and coming to a road.

15. In the beginning, the Soviet Jrmy had large reserves of clothing, and
the partisans were on good terms with the warehouse men. The Soviet soldiers
used to exchange clothing for home-made whisky. Partisans even acquired
veapons and decorations from soldiers in exchange for whisky. Thers vere
great quantities of various weapons in army unit stookpiles. These
veapons vere registered and were mostly German waapons, collected as .
trophies. Wide-scale sxchanges took place. FPartisan llaison men exploited
the situation and involved Soviet officers in such sales, %o that the latter
vould not dare report these exchanges to the authorities.

16, Equipment was also obtained when the partisans frightened the Soviet
soldiers vith threats, If a drunken soldier asked for more whisky, he
wantold by the partisans that he could not get any without paying for it.
1f the soldier hed no money, the partisans offered to exchange vhisky for
his boots, coat, pistol, etc.j and when he asked why these things vere
needed, he was told that they were needed for the partisans. If the soldier
then threatened to inform the security polite, he was warned that,if be trimd
to do 80, the partisans would tell the police that he had sold things to
them, Anothsr means of obtalning Soviet eguipment was to get soldiers drunk
and, on the way home, attack them and teke thelr uniforms end weapons.

17, Persons discharged from lsber units or from the army are allowed to keep
* their uniforme., Such wniforms are mostly worn and are very seldom in good

condition. In spring, the partisans ere sble to get the special boofis.
degcribed sbove from labor unite in exchange for food. Rellsble persons -
glve clothing or uniforme to the partisens voluntarilyj from ¢ther in-
dividuale, it is merely taken dway. The partisens alweye try to get
what they need in & friendly manfery but,if they cannot get it in that way,
they use force, Persons who give something to the partisans and persons
from whom something ie taken are cbliged by the partisans to keep this faot
to themselves. , : ‘ .

18, It is getting more and more difficult and ie now (1951) practically ime

‘ posaible to obtain clothing through exchanges or by other means. There are
now no trophy weapons left end all other wespons have been registered, It

is almost impossible to obtain cartridges. The partisans have only old
weapons Wwith shattered barrels; the cartridges and grenades do not explode.
Automatic pistole.cateh and induriss.often occur, ceualng pertisans o be. . .
SLLGORT "t Kiksnenkt {35-56N, R1-ASEY, for ey h,wﬁi'fffwm Eisane
tried o destroy the propugands centey, they tinev nine grenades through

the ¥inddw and all of them failed to éxplods. Three partisans vere able

to elicapss one vas killed, : ’ '

19. The Wﬁim do"r not plunder large storse, because they would nufd‘ more .
. 1 time anidl more personnsl fo¥ such actions. They merely take what they find -
25X1 after thelr atgckﬂ. | |pertisans receiving wespons from

25X1  _ [EhE GRLAT OF Khe JOCH1 BeoUFity force seerching the clothes
 of five ar six pertisay covpaes, . He found an automatic pistol capable of
25X1 . firing 200 shots (siedy [ _ ]éhe chief say to the Communists that.
o such ‘sutomatics were not used during the last war and that he thought the
partisans were eupplied with such weapons from the air. - ,
Food

20.. I the beginndng, food was talmﬁ fyom warehouses. Pe.rtisana""@ﬁ not take
' s.n_;rthing from decent farmers, ’nat' even when they are delivering their

25X1
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contributions to the State. Sometimes the partisans ask the farmers to give
them apples or something else to est. On the other hand, from farmers who
sympsthize with Communists or who aere activisis, the partlsans, after warning

these persons; take everything they need. TFrom the kolkhozy the partisasns
| teke pigs =nd other animsls. The kolkhozniki often support the partisans

and give them what they need. A% the present time, because the number of
partisans is much smaller and their activity diminished, they can hide in

" smsll groups and, for the most pert; can get their food in a peaceful way.

Mmmz

In the beginning, partisans furnished themselves with money by taking governs
ment money from offices or from officials. Formerly, the plundering of
cooperatives occurred frequently--mostly when the cooperatives were supplied
with goods or when stme euwployee was going to the rayon bark with coeperative’
money. Receipts were issued by the partisans to persons from whom money wes
taken. There were slways Judielsl investigstions afler such plunders.
Suspicicus persons were arrested and were released ouly if there was no evi-
dence mgainst them. Money has béen taken slso from the smgller failroad
stotions. Individusls alsc collect money for the partissns andl everyone
willingly contributes. i

Womer &n& Femilies

Lithuanian women participate in pertisan activities and help the psrilsans.
Most of them do lisison workj they ere armed and flght beside the men only
when they have no other cholce. It sometimes happeris that a whole famlly
will join the psrtisans, and the women snd children live smong the purtisans
with the father, | ]a woman from the village of Dovaluniai
{5605y 21-h6E) was sentenced to elght years' imprisommest becsuseé of her
partisan activities. In the year 1948, 60 inhabitents, including women, of

 Kartena esecsped into the forest, .

Cammtmic&tions; : _
|partisen newspapers were published In Maselkiai (56--21?!,‘
22.21R] [sush newspapers which were printed with an spolografss (sic).

[ T 1967 st

[
Telgial (55598, 22-15E), 15 high school pupils were srrested and the Kussians
found & printing press, newspapers, aund weapons. Severnl pupils succeeded In .

esceping and Joined the partisans.

Partisan groups communicate only through their liaison men. These liaison *

men travel to Klaipeds, Vilnius, and other places, supply the partisans with

wespons and documents, and find Jobs for the purtisens with the MVD and
other offices. ) .

Operations

The partisans know the MVD methods of operation very well. They know thelir
slgnals and, therefore; can esslly trick them during erncirclements, The
partisans send thelr members clendestinely te work with the security
suthorities. Suech meémbers hsve various falsified documents and travel -
by trein to various places. Some psrtisang participste in encirclements of
partisens as MGB members. . i

Bpecific Rxamples of Partisan Activity

" Incidents Demongtrating Leadership

A former minor partisan leader was M. from Sarneliai in Seda rayon.
M wes a gymossium graduate and served in the Tithuanian Army. He
was & strict disciplinerisn snd expected obedience frow his men. He did
not drink end did not permit his mén to dring, M participated in
many combat missions and egcaped from e:evéral encirclements, like the one
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near Barstyclal (56-09N, 21-52E) in the Kagial forest in 1947. Here he
escaped with four partisans and five Soviet Army soldiers who had Joined

partisan ranks.

M _ 'g gister lived near the Kerpauskyne Torest (not located). .Once
when ‘M went to vilsit her, he stayed for a chat and then went to
hide for the night in the house of neighbor P . The house was not
inhabited, since the owner was living on the Former M, farm, Soviet
garrison soldlers meking a routine search attacked M who succeeded.
in jumping from the end of the house. Firing during his escape, he
reached the Kerpauskyne forest.

Some time later, M and his gréup were surrounded near Alsedzisl

and. a friend of M was killed., The friend ceme from the area .of
Aukstaitija (Upper Tithuania). During the roundup, the friend was only
wounded in the legs but asked that he not be left behind. With en
automatic plstol one of his friends fired a series of shots into his

chest. The remsining men swam across a river end escaped. The friend

who dled thus had a beautiful voice and liked to sing. He gomposed several
partigan songs and hymns including: "Mes neturim aukso, nei brangiu
metalu, turim brengla zeme, laistoma krauju.” (I'We have no gold nor
valusble metals, but we have a beloved country steeped in blood.")

M visited meny places in Zemaltija. | | 25X1A
| He does not know

whether or not these persons are tlll alive. He did hear thpt the

comedian B s one of the members of the group, was killed. M

‘himself was killed in 1948 during a roundup near -Alsedzial.

The three Z brothers were partisan group-leaders., They were from
the village of Slektyne (probably Slecksi,56-00N, 21-58E) in the vieinity

-of Platelial., One was born In 1929; the other -two were older and hed both

served in the army. The ‘three brothers had escaped into the forest when
thelr parents were deported to Siberia. These men were brave and fre-
quently acted alone, though each had several men under his supervislomn.
In 1949 the eldest was encircled by Russlens when he left his friends and
followed someone from whom he wanted to get information. 2 hid
from his pursuers for e day and a half in a swamp. Then he tried to
vesch his group near Darbenail (56-02N, 21-15E) but, being very tired,

he fell asleep in a rye field. A brigede of Russian Communist sctivists
heard him snoring when they pessed the field and they tried to capture
him alive. Z was a very strong man and wrestled with one¢ of the
Russians. While doing so, he was wounded. Despite the wound, he succeeded
in shdoting himself in the forehead with an automatic pistol which he
held in his shrained hand. However, he was still taken alive and brought

-to Mosedls (56-10N, 21-35E).

In Mosedis, Z was beaten, questioned, and tried. When asked asbout
the composition of his group and those who supported him, he-said that
his only support was the sutomatic plstol. He also told the Russians
that he Had, spen and visited many places, had shot many Communists, and that
he was fighting for the freedom of Lithuanilay It is said that Z )
succeeded in hiding an egg-shaped grenade even after he wag searched and
imprigoned. He dled after seversl days of torpure in the cellar of the
prigon in Mosedis. Many Ilndividumls were excited when they hearfi about
his death and feared that he might have betrayed farmers and lialgon men,
But,when no one was arrested, these people were sure that he never be«
trayed them. The second Z brother was killled during & roundup in
1947 in the village of Puskoriai (56-OTN, 21-53E). His group was un<
expectedly attacked in early morning by MVD men who arrived in three cars.
The fight lasted four hours. Two partisans succeeded in egcaping. Those
killed included 27 himself and two others. )
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The youngest Z brother was taken prisoner in late December 1950 while
lying 111 in his bunker in Maciukial (56-06N, Z1-51E). A month before

his capture he had been wounded in the leg during a roundup in the
Mentvidine forest (not locasted)., P s from the village of Puskeriai,
was 8l8o a member of the Z group and was In the bunker during the
roundup. Also in the group was J algo from Puskorialy who had been
& liaison man for the partisans until nine months befere the roundup when
he came to the bunker to Join them., He did -so because he was belng drafted
into the army. )

Apout a month before the encirclement, P and J ¢ When returning
from a "walk," met an activist. As the two partisans did not want to

ghoot, they chased the activist into the bushes and let his white horse
looge. After this they went to see P ’s brother who was living legally
in the same village -as the .gectivist. They made.an appointment with the -
brother for the delivery of some food and whisky o the bunker: After the
partisens returned to their bunker, ‘it began to snow and the trai?;s leading
from the bunker were qovered. This condition lasted for quite some time, =
during which the partisans could not leave. P ‘s brother decided

46 deliver the food ag #uvon as the weather improved. One night when it

wag eneowlng, thinking that his footprints would be covered, the brother -«
went to the bunker. When he arrived, i% stopped snowing and his footprings .
remained in the snow. The activist, who probably followed P s brother
on horseback, lmmediately Informed the security poliee in Platelfai,

The reglon around the bunker wss encircled st dewn. The bunker was discovered
by the Russlans and they asked the psetissnd o surrender. The partisans
refused.  Then the securiiy faorees gent 3§ to the entrance of the

bunker. S .. s Who probably lived in.the same village in which P g
brother lived; had been stopped by the istrebitell on their way to the
roundup. - They thought he would be sble e persumde the partisans to
gurrender. Bui the partissng sharbed e five amd S had to return

to the. istrebiteli. The lsiter tried once more to persuade the partisans

t0 purrender by Saying thet they would be sentenced for only eight tao

ten years. It did not help. After thisy grenades were thrown into the

‘bunker and the shooting laested two hoursg. The security forces, seeing

that the partisans st1ll would not surgender, forced their men to

break into the bunker, which consisted of two cells, Three partissns ,
were already dead and the sick 2 had been wounded and was not able
to get up and blast his bunker, He was taken alive and, dressed only in
his underwesr, was transferred ta the prigon in Platelial. On the ssme
evenling, the securlty police transferred him to some other plmes. Ig

iz gald that he is now dead. In fthe Z ~__ bunker the security police
found automatlc riflea and other weapons, among them an electrical machine
gun {sic) weighing 40 kilograms. These had previously been captured by the
partisans from the istrebitell.

o not stated whick brother iz meéant/ was one of the old partigans.

He Jeined the partisan renks during the firet deportstions from Lithuania,
was active, and was wounded seversl times. He exterminated such activiste
a8 Agota Stonkieney her son Vytautas;, a Communist Youth member; and alse
the istrebitel Stropus (fmu). From a brigade of istrebiteli driving
through the Mantvidine forest, Z succeed®d In separating and killing
Valinskiene (fnu) and several other persons. He tried not %o ‘k»‘irm decent
people. He preferred to suffer from hunger than to go to Lithusnians®
houses, not because he was afraid to go,.but becsuse he Ald not went to cguse
them gny difficultiea. He was very strict and was convinced that beatings
or ‘threats would not improve an sctivist. He felt that, by using such
methods, the partisans only harmed themselves. 2 ¢ Tor example, twice
warned the activist Zakstutis (frnu) of the village of Dovainiai. .When
Zakstutls moved to Klaigeda, he proceeded to betray the partisans and told
éveryone that all the inhsbitsuts of the village of Dovalnial were bandite.
After this mxperience, 7 ng longer werned the activists. He would not
torture them but killed Them without pity.
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7 » a8 well as other partisans, agreed that, formerly, warnings to -
activists did have merit. In the beginning the Lithuanlans were spolled
by propagends and were encouraged by the Communists through lgnorance.
They worked for the occupation because they had valid ressons for doing

so. “However, 1t was felt that,later, persons who worked for the Communists
did so because of convictlon, because of thelr desire to distinguish them-
selves, because they wanted to avold deportation, because they wanted a
better positiom, and because they wanted to profit in an easy way. It

was felt by partisans such as 7 . that such persons should be killed

without plty. Charity toward such persons could not be Justified, since,
when they were discharged or had to leave the activists® ranks; such
persons were deported to Siberlas anywey. 'Source clalms that many betrayers
were well-to~do individuals who Joilned the kolkhozy because they wanted

to flatter the Communists. The poor people, on the contrary, were com-
paratively more resistant -and often much more careful.

In mid-summer 1947, R~ hie hrother, and V s all from the village
of Puskoriai, participated in a fight neer GiedrensI (probably Gegrenai,
56-06N, 21-57E) on the wey from Zem. Kelvarija (56-06N, 22-00E) to
Platelial. The partisans lived in s small bunker and the asctivist
Veskys (fmj) informed the garrisons sbout 1ta location. It seems that
Vapkys betrayed the partisans because-they had attacked him and his
family and burned their property.  The partisans were encircled by
garrison soldiers from Mazelkial and Seda. .. In those-days one gerrison
congisted of 25 to 30 persons. The bunker was attzcked at night and
the partisans fought for two and a helf days. They were well supplied
with cartridgess‘and:_t-ovmspeopla' -6ald that after thls fight bagkets full
of shells were gathered. The partisans succeeded in breaking'through
the encirclement by night:  Only R was wounded; he lost his thumb.

v had escaped and Jolned the partisens when his parents were de-

ported tv Siverle; He yas a llailson man with the partisens and later
returned to his relatlves and lived legally. However; he wag later be=
trayed and sentenced to elght years'imprigonmenf. He made no confession
during his trial and he is now laboring in a lesd mine near Novosiblrakiy.

R was killed in the winter of 1948 in Doveiniail. When he was visiting
his unele, his footprints were traced during a roundup. He fought from
morning to evening but, because he was wounded, he could not escape. He
killed himself. Hi$ brother wass killed at his uncle's in the village of
Puskorial. :

The K brothers from the village of Gilaiciai (56-05N, 21-45E) were
killed between Gllaiciai and Mosedis [3ate not specified/.” They were over-

-taken in their bunker. Before this, in Gilditiit at the home of A . P

their group used to have meetings with another partisan group. It geems
that A | was afrald of the Russians and betrayed the partisans, The
partisalis nad never trusted A &and therefore were very careful. They
vere alwpays ready to fight when they came to his house., At the last
meeting of the partisans, the Russians hid in A 's barn. When the
partisans arrived, they took A and his son intc the barn with them.
There was s fight with the RusBlans and both A and his son were
killed. One of the K brothers was wounded, but he succeeded in
hiding in the straw and was not discovered. The three remeining partisans
escaped. The corpses of the father and son were taken by the Russians.

T______ fram Gintaripkiai (probably Ginteliske 56-03N, 21-LL4E) was a very shrewd
snd braes. Fartisan. On 1 May 1948, the Commmnist holiday, he went alone
to Gintarisklal, broke the windows of the school, and broke up a meeting

. which Was belng held there. When the Russians were informed sbout him,

they tried to take him alive, No one has heard sbout him for guite some
time;, and it 1s said that he is already dead.
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N was from the village of Virksai (not located) or Poplotele (56-03N,-
21-56E). 'He attended school and, during the Germsn ‘occupation, was em-
Ployed by the material distribution point in Plateliai. He was killed near
Darbenai during the harvest. A1l his personal documents were found in. his
clothes. It seems that a lisison man betrayed N '8 parents by inform-
ing the Russians that they were hiding weapons. A comparatively large
store of weapons was found by the Russians, ineluding automatic plstols,
rifles, grenades, and even dome machine guns. The store was underground
and potatoes were planted on the surface. The Dbarents could prove that )
they were lgnorant of the store s but, in spite of this s they were thoroughly
questioned and then banished to Siberis. A friend of N ' wag found
dead by a farmer when harvesting rye. Near the corpee, the farmér found
ancsutomatic pistol and grenades. It was sald that 18 partisan Photographs
were found in the friend's clothes.

Food Procurement Activity

In fall 1948, three partisans went after dark to the storekeeper of
Kalupenai (55-58N, 21-29E) between Kretinga (55-5h4N, 21-14E) and Plunge.
They locked the storekeeper in his house, took the warehouse keysg, and
took several cartloads (about six tons) of rye. The carts were Found. -
the next morning near Salantai (56-04N, 21-34E) and Kelnalis (56-01N,
21-32E), although the pertisans had left in the opposite direction. This
happened when contributions had to be delivered to the State,

One evening in fall 1947, seven rartlsans came to the Griecine mill in
the village of Babrungenai (55-59N, 21-55E). | up

to mid-July 1951, the miller‘'s fee in Lithuanig was st11L paid in corn,
Only the sovkhozy pay for the grinding with money. The administrator -of
the mill was & Russian who spoke only a little Lithuanian, One of the
partisans appeared to be Y .o This group of partisans tock ‘Browning
rifles from the administre¥or and asked him to show them the corm which
belonged to the State. They loaded this corn into three capts, gave the
administrator a receipt, and sald he could enter the receipt In his books
in the morning. The partisans warned the mill workers not to Ieave the
mill until morning. Y was later arrested for being a partisan
lisison man and transferred to Vilnius, but he did not confess. He was
sentenced to eight years' imprisonment,. His father, formerly leader of the
Lithuanian Nationsl Guerd in Platelial, was tortured to death in the
Rainjgal forest (not located). The other family members were deported to
Siberis.

One evening in 1948, the partigans came to the kolkhoz in Pakerat (55-54N,
21-52E) between Plunge and Rickaves (55-43N, 21-56E). They asked “the
Teeder to show them the pigs beldnging to the kolkhoz. They took three or
four of them and also two cows. A white horse (probably teken tg transport
the stolen animals) was found lster in the garden of the security forces.,
It had blood gtaing on itg back.

In August 194"(; in the Alsedine (A_‘Lsedziai?) forest, the Russians dliscovered
and encircled a partigsn bunker containing s large quantity of butter which

the MVD guessed came from the dairy in Zem. Kalvakija. The bunker wag large,

had .several cells, and was well-furnished. It had water-ketties, meat,
cartridges, and even bed linen. Several partisans fought fyom a swemp and
Bucceeéded in breaking through the enclrelement,, Three Partisans were killed,
and many Russians were wounded. The partisans in the bunker blew it up at

the very last moment and all the Russians who were Just entering were killed.
Later, four bartisans plundered a -shipment of one carload of butter which was

headed for Zem, Kelvarija. After these attacks, food shipments, Including

shipments of butter, were emcorteqd by istrebiteli,
SooEntelt

In fall 1950, five Pige were taken from the kolkhoz in Ssteikiai (55-59N,
21-41E), Several farmers from the kolkhez and also some inhabitants of
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the village participated in this action with the partisens. The Russians
found out who did it and three farmers were arrested. Four Ffrrmers Fled
into -the forests. One of. the’ arresped farmers was I, from the village

. of Stribailcial (probably Stirbalcial 56-01N, 21-46E). Near his house the

Russlans had found the buried entraiih of a pgg. On the windéw sill of
this house they als¢ found stoppers (corks) which had been used to stop
the bleeding. ‘ :

Money Procurement Activity

In 1948 partisans tock 20,000 to 25,000 rubles from the ranger's house in
Kretinga. They werernut eaught, although the garrison was stationed only
one and & half kilometers from the ranger's house. '

In summer 1949, the director of the Salinlal center (probsbly Selenial -
55-59N, 21-37E), which consists of seven sovkhozy, was attacked when re«
turning from the bank with money for the payment of employees. The

director, a Lithuanian CP member, was in a truck with an employee of the
central administration. The director had a gun, since directors are always
armed. The two were attgcked from the brushwood. Twenty thousand rubles

fell into the hands of the partisansy The director wes questioned for

quite some time but wes finally released.

In summer 1948, the cooperative st Sateikiai was plundered. Materilels,
whisky, food, and money were tsken. The administrator tried to prevent
the plundering, but he was beaten up. Employees of the cooperstive were
arrested, but after two or three weeks they were released, as there was
ng evidence sgainst them. )

In 1948 the railroad station in Lieplauke (55-58N, 22-06E) was plundered.
Two persons made the attack and took 28,000 rubles. One of the attackers
wandered about eight kilometers from the station and started to drink.

He was dlscovered and, when he tried to escape, was killed. The Ruasiang
found 10,000 rubles igjhds clothes. The other attacker escaped into the
foréat,:

Aetivities Involving Women snd Fesmilies

In the rayon.of Skuedss (56-16N, 21<31E), a man who was formerly s member
of ‘the Lithuanian National Guard and who was a forest keeper by profession
Joined the partisans with his whole family, consisting of his wife,
daughter, and sen. This partisen family had a liasison man, a small Parmer
who was living near the forest and who supplied the family with food.
After some time this lisison man wag arrested by the Russlans,who forced
him to ghow them the bunker of the partisen family. The townspeople say
that the liaigon man walked into the forebt and around the bunker. This
seemed to be the gignal for the Russians. The next day the bunker was
encircled by the Russisns and the family, with the exception of the
daughter,was killed., The dsughter was not in the bunker during the roundup
The liaison men tried to move to Skupdes but was killed by the partisans
when he returned to hls house to teke the furniture.

In 1948 the two D . brothérs were well-known partisans. The D
grouyi'was famous and was known undér the name of » - This group

~acted without pity. One of the brothers used to say, "It is better to
- kill two innocent persons than to let one gullty person escape." Both

brothers were very strict. This group aslways acted on its own responsibility
and punished its liaison men as it thought best. Other partisans often :
did not approve of thelr actions. One of the brothers was formerly a teacher.
The wilfe of one brother was arrepted and tgttured by the Russians. After
finally being releamsed, ghe also Joined the partisans. -She broke through
encirclements several times. This group was betrayed and attacked in a

small house ®n the fringe of the Mentvidine forest. It was raining on that
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eévening and the partisans had no guards. The MGB approached the house
and started to throw grenades through the windows. A partisan women and
three male partisans were killed. The owner of the house s Whose husband
wes serving in the army, was killed, as was her son. A man who had come )
to the house owner asking her to Join him in harvesting potatoes was also
killed, :

In 1949 near Kartena, there was a roundup of e bunker inhsbited by four
‘partisans. The woods were encireled by garrisons from Kretinga, Salantal,
and Kartena.  Two partisans escaped and two, a woman end a men, were
killed. The woods were searched for two or three days for the eseaping,
partisans, but they were hvt found.

Actions Against Transports

The partisans unload or burh trucks carrying goods and guns belonging to
‘the security units. They throw grenades into the trucks 1f they suspect
traps. This happened once in the Voveraicial forest when some partisans
were on their way to Kretings. In the same forest in ,1947, /partisans
burned a vehicle carrying three Ruseisns s and some time later . one -earrying
seven Russians. In the neighborhood of Darbensi, they destroyed three
trucks carnying istrebdteli. This was done with machine guns and grenades .
Because major roundups followed such activities s the partisans always left
the region immediately after their attacks.

Action Ageinst Bailiffs

In 1948 a Russian bailiff was killed in the area of Rietavas; two other

‘balliffs succeeded in escaping. A big funeral with an orchestrs apd

speeches was arranged for the slain balliff, | | 25X1
ad man. |

the slain bailiff had not been & b I 25X1

not gll those who have arrived from other Soviet republics are bad.
For eicampl.e, there. are balliffs who do not inventory all the property
. off an individusl, or household, who do not interfere unless necesr‘aarif

and who reduce the sge at which animals are o0 be confiscsted. 25X1
[ [vhen property is taken from kulaks, .the bailiff ig no

bregent. Genearally, several persons from the rayon administration come to

the person or family and check and inventory all property. The bailiff

appears only -to help in politicel cases or to cerry out court decisioms,

His records become & part of the court records.

Activities Involving Provoceteurs

The Communists send brovacateurs to inhabitants who live near the forests
and who are suspected of being partisan liaison men., These provocateurs
Bay that they have escaped from the Russians and want to Joln the ‘partisans.
Tn 1949 a policeman named ¥ from Zem. Kelverije was sentenced to 25
Yyears of labar. This heppened after five Russians, who seemed to be very
much in digtress, came to the V house. It was known that ¥

wes helping persons who Qfscaped and who were hiding fram .the Russisns. The
provocateurs ssked him efther to ahow them the way to the partisans whom
they wanted to’ Join .or to glve them some food and weapons s Blnce otherwise
they would be lost. V gave them some food and also gave them s
Browning rifle, When tHE Russisns got the Browhing, .one of them left the
house and whistied.. The house was immedistely surrounded by Russians asnd
ves thoroughly searched. The Russians raked the papers in the stove and
found a newspaper snd three more -‘Brownings.

In 1947, a farm w‘_onia.n named N .. from the village of Miciuksi (probably
Maclukial) saw three men crawling fram the bushes of the nearby farest. . One
of ‘the. men was D s & Lithuanisn, who had been DProhibited by the partisens
from spesking to anyone or from leaving the forest. These men asked N
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to show them the way to.the partisans. The woman said that she knew only
where three Germans were hiding but had not heard anything sbout Lithuanians.
She promised 4o meet the three men the next day, to bring them food, and to
contact the Germens. -The following day the woman Brought them some’ food s
but. the German partisemswhom the wompn had promised to contact dFE met

show up. When the woman caught gight of D ;s she at once understood
that she had been deceived. She threw the Food to the ground and es-

caped. Some time later, D vag arrested and was sentenced to 25

years' imprisonment. R

'Single individuals are algso sent to the Lithuanians by the Russisns as

provocateurs, One was V from Plateliai. ' He wandered around calling
on townspeople for asbout three months, The partisans did not want him.

If a farmer gave him some food, V immediately betrayed him.

v was sentenced to eight years' imprisonment because he stole a sheep.
The Russians also sent women. A girl sent by the Russians Joined the
bartisans and lived with them for haelf s year. When she left them, she
betrayed meny partisans and showed their bwikers to the Russlans. This
girl is & Communist Youth member and is now employed as a maid by the chief
of the Kartena rayon. i .

Illegal Activities of the Istrebitell and MVD

After Christmaes 1950, seven or eight istrebiteli came to the mill in
Bebringas (probebly Rebrungas 55-55N, 21-51E). The administrator of the
mill was T - The istrebitell sald that they were partisans and took
the corn belonging to the State, as well as the corn left by the farmers
who were present. On the way back, when the istrebiteli were driving
through a forest, they were stopped by MVD troopers Who were driving a
car. They were asked for their documents s but, instead of showing them,
the lstrebitell opened Tire and started to run into the forest. An
istrebitel was killed and, when the MVD troopers examined the corpse and
Baw that 1t was an istrebitel who belonged to the same security unit, no
searches were msde and Lhe istrebltell who succeeded in escaplng inte the
forest were not followed or hunted,

In the winter of 1950-1951, two MVD troopers came to the house of two
sisters who were Iiving at the market Place in the village of Karkolikai
In the vicinity of Skuodas. The two troopers were in uniform and, :
speaking Russian, ssked for gold colns. One of the sisters sueceeded in
escaping by Jumping through the window. The other sister refused to give
the gold coins and wes hit on the head with sn automsfic pistol and lost
conscilousness. The troopers searched the cupboards and every corner -of
the room looking for the gold coins but could find none. They discovered
two or more gold watches, ‘

The sister who escaped ran to .the nearby kolkhozy center and summoned the
kolkhozniki. She returned to the house with s group of shouting friends.
The MVD troopers, seeing the approaching crowd, left the house. The
second sister, who In the meantime had recovered and saw an gutomatic
pistol and cartridge belt left behind by one of the troopers, took these
and ran through the woods to her neighbor and told him the story. The MVD
trooper saw that he had forgotten his weapon and belt at the house snd
returned to séarch for 1t. .

The next day the sister and her neighbor decided to ‘submit the pismtol
and the cartridge belt to.the gecurity suthorities or to the prosecutor.
They were sly and knew that they would be watched. By roundsbout ways,

-they finally brought these articles to the Judge. There were initials on

the belt. They told the whole story to the judge and the latter immediately
Phoried the security autherities. Records were made and a lgwsult was openéd
in Skuodas,where there is a special court for ‘political lawsuits. One of

!

‘the MVD troopers was & Party member and was sentenced to eight years' imprison~

ment. It was espéclally emphasized in the .course of the pleading that the

MVD trooper had disgraced the Soviet Union.
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6. seversl timés in Klaipeda militlemen and sailors were caught while
plundering. In 1949 a policemsn and several Russisn sailors went by
truck to Kretings. .They met g Jew driving a cart. This Jew was
purchesing provisions and had a large sum of money. This crime was
traced by the truck used by the plunderers. The policeman escaped,
but the sallers were arrested, sentenced, and rimprisoned. On snother
occagion; a cocperative in a city wes plundered by sailors with the aid
of militiamen. Materiale, whisky, and money were stolen., The plunderers
were traced when a weman tried to sell the stolen materisl on the market.

65. In the winter of 1947, Communist Party Secretary Mykolas Joksas of
Platelial and seven igtrebitell stole ajhorse from Farmer B
in Dovainiai. D from Salantal wes protecting the farmer snd
‘started to shoot With an automatic pistol which he had grebbfd from
Jokhss. 'The 1gtrebitell who accampanied Joksas escaped and ran +o the
voldst balliff,asking TM hiylp. Jokeas, who was wounded during the
fight, escaped to.s swamp. He wes found later and it was said that he
had been asleep. He died from his injuries and was solemnly buried in
Kretings cemetery. D _ vas glso kllled, es was the sta%:en horge.

66. For three days the corpse of D wes dragged fram one place to another.
Then hig mother came and, when she wept before hls corpse, she was ims
mediately arrssted by the Russiane. They also went to the D . Parm
to arrest his father. But the Pather ‘sald he was glad that EE sdn had
been killed, beckuse the son wag e thief and had even stolen & horse from
his own father.  The bailliff confirmed the fact that the father was always
camplaining shout his son and thet he was not informed about the son's
whereabouts and never visited him, D 's father thus cleared himself
and his property was not confiscated.  The towngpeople said that this - -
actlon was "arranged,”

General Conditions in lLithuania

67. Rumors are being spread about the Possibility of a war in spring or fall L
ﬁresu.mably 195%’7 . The Lithusnlans believe these rumors, becsuse they are
walting for thelr liberation.

68. Loud-~speakers are ingtelled in factories, workers® living quarters,
squares, rallroed stations, on trains, ete. They are set up in such a
way that individuals. are always within esrshot of a loud-speaker.

These loud-speakers tranamit local news, news from abroad, musiec, and
infarmation ebout the succesmes of the Soviet Union, about plans which
have been accomplished, werk heros who promise to increase the percentage
of thelr work, eté. In additien, they tell of the miserasble situation of*"
the capi_tﬂ,iatic countries, the refussl of the British soldiers. to fight
for the Imperislistic interests of Americans » -the protests of Americen
womern against seriding thelr sons to the fighting ermy, etc. News of the
collection off signatures €or - $ace, propegends against the Pope and
religion, informetion shout théusends of poor workera, thelr refugal to uue
load ships, etc., 18 also included. Fropagends from the newspapers ig
25X1A also transmitted.

1. The mentilon of the visit of a partisan lesder from Vilnius shoul
not be considéred confirmetion as it probably originated 25X1

25X1A - | |t;he laat large-scale roundup krnown to
: OOK place In July 1947.

3. The gtory as told here diffiers in gome detail® fram the epi.sode ag degcribed
25X1A I '
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